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Apart from the recent instances of frightfulness, our tour
in Syria brought under our observation many facts which proved
the callousness of the French and their utter disregard for the
-elementary rights of the people of the mandated territory in Syria,
We have already published our experiences in the Indian
Press, but in order to save you the trouble of reading the Urdu
reports published in Hamdard, we would briefly give you some
of the most salient facts regarding the situation in Syria.
When the League of Nations gave the mandate of Syria to
France, the French Government and the High Commissioner
made a public declaration to the people of Syria of granting them
•complete autonomy regarding their internal affairs. Syria was
to be divided in several autonomous provinces, each with a Governor,
elected by the people, and an advisory council representing the
people and elected by them. "Whilst this promise was partially
and outwardly carried out in the provinces of Lebanon and
Damascus, the province of Hauran, the country of Druses, was
neither given autonomy nor a council nor a president elected by
them, but a French officer, Captain Carbiollet, was forced on the
Druses against their wish; and when they made demonstrations and
representations against this, their deputation was insulted, their
notables were publicly thrashed and imprisoned, and their women*
folk were maltreated.
Captain Carbiollet, who had come from. French Congo,
practised all the atrocities to which the poor inhabitants of French
Congo had been subjected by the French; but the Druses, being
an ancient, proud, warlike race, resisted these methods and were
forced to take up arms. They inflicted considerable losses on the
French forces, and have so far resisted the French invasion of their
country successfully; but the methods practised by the French
in the adjoining parts of Syria, viz. Damascus and Alleppo, are
causing the spread of revolt to these parts. The telegrams quoted
above refer to the most recent atrocities committed on the people
of Damascus.
The French Government are also practising unfair and dis-
honest methods, and are depleting, the country of its wealth by
removing all the gold in the country and replacing it by paper
money. They are gradually undermining all the economic resources
of the country, which is resulting in destitution and poverty. To

